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H Latin America Writer of The Stas
Irnesto “Che” Guevara ap-|
tly has been killed by tbu
‘ Bolivian Army.

! Anc death of IMidel Castro’s
longtime guemlla leader was
JCY‘O"th to officials in La Paz
lafe yeste erday by Col. Joaquin
Z““*mm A*mya commander of

‘ (52919444
! "the Bolivian Army’s 8th Divi-|
sion.

: -+ Zenteno said the body of one of

seven guerrﬂlas shot and killed

ih a attle Su‘may has been
den u‘ed as that of Guevara.

T*.e army chief of staff, Col.

Marcos Vasguez Semt .,r‘re*m

said, “Official reports from VaT

legrande affirm Guevara was|,

killed ‘and that his body is now!]

with the Bolivian army” But hell

said tkis was not conclusive|
" procf. |
The battle wag iz mountainous|!
couatry near Lnguems about
200 miles southeast of La Paz.
The guerrillag’ bodies were tak-
en to Vallegrande.

Gen. Alfredo Ovando Candia,
chief of the Bolivian armed
forces, cit the Bolivian capital
last nlght for Valegrande to
check the report. The Avmy in-
vited wveporters to fly to Val-
legrande today, presumably to
view the body. The town is in
rough terrain about 400 miles
from La Paz.

U.S. Cautious
Cificials here said they were
awaiting positive indentification
—comparing fingerprints with
the known prints of Guevara.

C

recent reports that Guevara was
dead, but U.S. officials put a lot
- more stock in yesterday’s. Part
of their reasoning’s that the
Bolivians have learned a lot
about thc guerrilla force, and
the Bolivia would suffer a major
propaganda setback if the death
report is later proved false. ‘se
Guevara, a '3 -year-old Argen-
tine, dl:,a')nearcdmdcl mystem-
ous circumstances’ about iwo
years ago. If it is truethat he
has been leading - Communist
guerrillas and now has been
xilled, it could be a major
Liow to Castro-style gucrrillas
threugheut Latin Ameriea.

2olivia now possesses ox-

celient set of Guevara's fing

oY v{,s from Argentine sourees,

1055 poncct sci <. prints
od in I.xomco These prints|
1 {o determine if t‘ney
nres uned to be-that of;

Gevera is actually mﬂpproveé

an

el

v
ex

There have been a number of |-
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There are ersons in uonv'a]
P

“today who are expert encugh in
-fingerprint  comparison to €51,

tablish or rule out whether thu]

dead man is Guevars, OLACL"ID
“here say. Ii was not imme-
dietely known whather the body |
would be flown to La Paz ficm
the battle area or whether the
definitive identification would!
beimade in the field..,
The Batile .

The guerrilla casualtxcs« oc-
cm“cd during a four-hour . Ir‘e
u"nt ‘with Bolivian soldiers Sun-

Gay about four railes nortl twest
of Hi fruovas in the general area

of Canf;m, where the insurgents
ifirst cpened théir-drive against
ithe government of President
Rene Barrvientos last spring.

The guerrillas fought desper-
ately agzinst the Eolivian La-
trol. Four soldiers wers :.uled,
five wounded.

Of the seven guerrillas killed
in the fight, two weer positively
identified as Cubans. One Boli-
vian military source said Gue-
vara was mortally wounded in
the batile and talked with his
captors before he died.

First word that Guevara may
have met a violent end began toll

cep out of the Bolivian capltol
yesberday morning when Presi-
dent .Barricentos held a back-
ground meeting with newsmen,
At this session, Barrientos re-
vealed first deteils of the
encounter and mentioned the
possibilty that Guevara might
have been captured or slain.
Later in the Cay, Gen. Ovando
strenghtened the report, telling
reporters, “the Reds lost five
men amovg whon, prcbumably
is Ernesto Che Guevar o1
hope to God it's true.”

2nd Force in Area

Before leaving La Paz for the
ene last night, Ov ndo said the
Amny is on tne tr rack of a second
guerrilla group which tried to be
a ducoy government troops
away from the unit pr csu“mu/
led by Guevara. It was Ovando
who announced on Sept. 24 that
the 4lh and 8ih Army Dbeons
were c‘oqm;Y in on the guerrilla
group led by Con 1mqnddntc Ra-
mozn, the Dsydoaym Guevara
was reporied using in Bolivia,

Bolivian  Toreign  Minister
Walier Guovx Arze, at a
& the Orga mzsumn of
Amc“wn States  here last

month, released g group of pho-

e o
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gerprints which he said had
been found in caves usad by the
‘guerrilias near Camiri.

Guevara's fingerprints were
‘found on twe fake Uruguayan!
passports and on. battlo orders
in his known handwriting, the
Dohvxunb said. The pho
,showed a man with a sl*aved
head ~and without Guevarals
beard and mustache, Compani-
son with known pictures bf
Guevara apreared to consti-
tule compelling evidence that
“Che” had been or, was stil] in
" Bolivia, .

I)ﬂformed sources said they-
celieved” Guevara had cntered
Boliviaia with the forged pass-
| ports by way of Spain and Sao
Paulo, Brazil. There was some
‘slicpumsm here about the au-
{henticity of the evidence, The
.,]\cntxcs sald the photos and

ingerprints could have been
“plax fed" in the Bolivian caves,
But there was no ‘question that
the fingerprints were genuine,
planted or not.

It was generally believed that
Guevara was dead, perhaps as a
usult of a dlsoute with Castro

hen hé first vanished in Ha-
va*a in mid-1563. Subsequently,
he was réported in a score of ,
lcountries but no - non-Commu-
inist nation had any certain
»Lnowledde of his whereabouts.
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